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In The Round November 2007
November Meeting

Date: 15 November 2007

Day Thursday

Venue Strand Hardware

Time 18:30 for 19:00
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CHAIRMAN’S CHIRPS:
It is that time of the month for me to write what I feel the guild is doing and how it is getting on. Those 
who attended the demo of the VB36 lathe at Jez Rowe’s place were treated to a rare event. Thanks to Jez 
for giving us the opportunity to view the DVD and the operation of the lathe. The development that Jez has 
carried out takes this outstanding lathe into the present, and makes it a dream for many to own.

Regarding our web site, the application to have our site registered has been sent off, and I received a reply 
(Also by e-mail) that it was rejected as we hadn’t sent our affidavit or section 21 documentation with it.
I had said in my e-mail to them that we were posting the affidavit and that we would wait until they had 
received it before expecting the registration to be done. Evidently the fellow on the receiving end only 
looked at the attachment and not the e-mail where I explained the setup. I replied that we had posted the 
affidavit and would be expecting the registration only after he had received it. Meanwhile I am busy setting 
up the first few pages for the web site, and I appeal again to those who would like links to their own sites to 
please e-mail me the links.

The Christmas Party details have not been finalised yet but keep in mind that we will be doing something to 
suit as many members and partners as possible, and this will be communicated to you as soon as we have 
finalised it. 

Birthdays  -  Greetings

Terry Tessendorf 30-Nov

Rowan Swinnerton 9-Dec

This Month’s Meeting Thursday 15 November 2007 at Strand Hardware

We will be meeting at Strand Hardware when Ashwin will demonstrate pen turning and Ed will demonstrate 
the turning of bangles.
The demonstrations will be useful to assist us in honing our skills in these two areas of turning.
Both Ashwin and Ed deliver excellent demonstrations, so don’t miss it.
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LAST MONTH’S MEETING HELD ON
 20 October 2007

Preview of the Modified VB36 Lathe
Members of PEWG were privileged to be invited by Jez 
Rowe to preview the modifications he is making to a VB36 
Master Bowlturner woodturning lathe, labeled by some 
turners as “a bowl turner’s dream come true.”
Jez  was able to arrange for the VB36 to be shipped out to 
Port Elizabeth at cost with the understanding that he would 
update the electric drive controls with an electronic system. 
Jez has been working on this for a while and the purpose of 
our visit was to appreciate the capabilities of the VB36 and 
to see the changes he has made. We were firstly shown a 
promotional DVD which not only demonstrated what the 
lathe can do but also how versatile and robust the lathe is.
After refreshments, Jez explained that not only had he been 
working on the electronic controls but had redesigned and 
improved certain aspects of the lathe. Jez  went on to show 
us what improvements he had made and then explained how 
and why he had made these changes.
Jez then mounted a large piece of wood onto the lathe 
(similar in size to the one shown in the photograph on this 
page) and invited the members present to experience 
roughing the wood.
The lathe is exceptionally smooth and silent in operation and 
with the new electronic controls the startup to the final speed 
can be smoothly and  safely achieved.
Jez has also incorporated a handheld remote safety switch 
which can be used to shut down the lathe if an emergency 
arises.
We look forward to seeing the lathe in operation in the near 
future.

NEXT MONTH’S CHRISTMAS BRING AND BRAAI
We have decided because f the many parties in December

To have our party in January 
We will keep you informed.

Turning a Milk Maid’s Stool
29 September 2007

NICO SWART’S WOODTURNING CLASSES

Turning a Lady’s Hand Mirror
15 September 2007

Brian Wells, Niel Malan, Rob Main, Walter Pretti, 
Gerhardt Geldenhuys, Terry Tessendorf,  and the 
Lady’s Hand Mirrors they turned.

Drew von Bratt, Rowan 
Swinnerton, Gerhardt Geldenhuys 
and Rob Main with the Milk Maid 
Stools they turned.

A fine example of the 
Milk Maid Stool

VB36 Lathe

VB36 with Beech Wood

Source: http://www.wood-kraft.co.uk/starta.html
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Calling all Woodturners – your next AWSA congress will take place in the Natal Midlands from Friday 4
th 

to Sunday 6
th 

July 2008. Please make a note of this date. 
Although the venue charges at Hilton College were very reasonable we were restricted to one caterer and add-on admin and 
staff costs meant that the cost of holding our conference there became prohibitive. 
We have subsequently secured the use of the Jack Heath Gallery in the Visual Arts department of the University of UKZN 
and have finalized catering arrangements, Senior residence accommodation for those wanting to stay on campus and secure 
parking facilities. 
For those who are unfamiliar with the area the Natal midlands is only a four and a half hour trip by car from Gauteng. For 
those members from the Cape provinces we would suggest that you incorporate the conference into a holiday. 
This area has much to offer visitors. Pietermaritzburg is situated at the heart of the Natal Midlands just over an hour from 
Durban, an hour and a half from the Southern Drakensberg, has battlefield sites and nature reserves on its doorstep, and the 
Midlands Meander for those interested in a broad range of crafts. Having 7 private schools in the area, there is an abundance 
of B&B accommodation ranging from reasonably priced comfortable to ultra luxurious. 
The Midlands Meander was started in the 1970’s and became the model which many other tourist routes endeavoured to 
follow. There is much to see and do so you are encouraged to bring your wives along. 
Crafts on the Meander include Woodturning, Stained Glass, Glass works, Furniture manufacture, Leather goods, Art studios, 
Ceramic Studios and potteries, Weaving, Wrought iron work, Wind Chimes, Bronze Sculptures. 
Interspersed along the route are many good and reasonable restaurants, pubs and breweries and for those from the Cape we 
even have the Stables Wine Estate that produced an award winning Shiraz in 2005. 
For the more adventurous we can offer Canopy tours of the Karkloof forests by foefie-slide or Quad bike trips up Sani Pass 
where you reach an altitude of over 9 000ft. 
On the conference side we are already looking for a suitable overseas presenter. We would also be very interested to hear 
from members if they have any ideas on possible presentations that they would like to see or if you have a member of your 
club that does something different or unique. Contact me at neumann@mweb.co.za . We are here to cater for the needs and 
wants of all turners and for the congress to be effective it must promote growth in woodturning and expand your skills, 
knowledge and artistic flair. 
To help us with our planning we would like to encourage you all to register as soon as possible. To this end we are offering 

a R50.00 discount to all who have registered and paid by the 29
th 

February 2008. There is no good news without some bad 

news – To also encourage early registration there will be a penalty of an additional R50.00 if you register after the 30
th 

April 
2008. 
So please send us your money and registration forms before you spend it on Christmas . 
Happy Turning, 
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2008 Conference Convener

PEWG 2007/8 PROGRAM

Date Day Activities

Dec 2007 Still to be announced Christmas Bring & Braai

Jan 2008 Thursday evening Jigs and their uses

Feb 2008 Thursday evening AGM

Subject to confirmation
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