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In the Round – July 2008 

July Meeting 
 

Date: 24 July 2008  

Venue: Nico’s Workshop 

Time: 18h30 for 19h00 

 

Overview of July Meeting 
 
This will be a collaboration evening. Turners you are 

urged to please attend to make this evening a success 

as you will work on projects in various groups.  

You are advised to please bring your own tools along. 

There will be no Show & Tell. 

 

Editor’s Scribbles 
 
Wow! Did I make my first meeting this year or was it 

a Gorilla in the mist? 

To those that are doubting, yes, it was cool to attend 

my first meeting for the year. It was good and 

actually made me jealous to see the camaraderie that 

is enjoyed by all members.  

Between July and September it is going to be a very 

stressful time for me and I would appeal to members 

to please bear with me if I do not write or insert any 

articles. It’s just one of those rare instances when 

everything happens to quick & time is of essence.  

 

Ashwin Ramhith 

 
Meetings 
Unless noted all meetings for 2008 will be held at 

Nico’s Workshop, which is located in 22 Dobson 

Street, North End.  

All meetings start at 6.30pm for 7.00pm sharp. 

Please observe punctuality. 
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Subscriptions 
 
Members are reminded that subscriptions are due and 

should be paid to the Treasurer ASAP.  

Subs: R220.00 

Country member: R132.00 

Banking Details:  

Name: PEWG 

Bank: Standard 

Br Code: 05 00 17 

Account No: 083 604 553  

Acc Type: Savings 

Ref: Members surname and initial 

 

Website Info 

Website address: www.pewg.org.za 

Our website is up and running. Please contact Drew 

von Bratt {Webmaster} for further information as to 

how members may post their work. 

http://www.pewg.org.za/


Trading Post 
 
For Sale: Woodturning lathe stand manufactured out 

of metal. R350.00 or nearest cash offer. Contact 

Nico: 041 – 487 0 487 

 

Buying & Distribution of Wood 
 
We need a member to volunteer to administer the 

above mentioned process. The workload at the 

moment is too huge for the committee members to 

carry out. Please VOLUNTEER! It seemed as though 

the last two purchases of wood from Rarewoods was 

well supported by members. This is one of the ways 

in building up on your personal stock of exotic woods 

as it is too expensive to purchase them individually. 

 

Bar Report 
 
Turners, you are more than Welcome to bring along 

your own liquid refreshments should our bar not cater 

for your requirements. 

 

AWSA Congress 2008 

 
Venue: University of KZN, Pietermaritzberg 

Date: 4 – 6 July 2008 

Guest Turner: Nick Arnull 

Nick’s Website: www.nickarnullwoodturner.co.uk 

Organizer: Clyde Neumann 

Port Elizabeth Rep: Ashwin Ramhith 

 
Happy Birthday 
 

 
 
Birthday Wishes go out to the following members: 

 

 2 July 2008 – Clive Canter 
26 July 2008 – Phil Pretorius 
27 July 2008 – Gavin Byron 

August Meeting 
Date: 21 August 2008 

Venue: Nico’s Workshop 

Talk: None 

Demo: Off centre turning and demo turning a candle 

snuffer for competition on 18 September 2008. 

Show & Tell: Bring and show some turned items. 

 

Profile of the Turner 
Name: Jez Rowe 

Birthday: 19 June 

Occupation: Property Developer 

Website/Blog: www.rowepm.co.za  

Family: Sherene my wife & Kelcey my 4 year old 

tornado.  

Education: Electrical / Mechanical Engineer 

Currently residing in: J Bay soon to Loerie 

Membership Years at PEWG: 4 years 

Other membership: AWSA, AAW 

No of years turning: 4  

No of hours turning per week: None at the moment. 

Lathe is in storage until my move to Loerie. 

Favorite Wood: Sneeze wood –  although I am 

allergic to the dust 

Favorite item to turn: As long as it is imaginative 

♦ Spindle: Any 

♦ Faceplate: Any  

Types of finish preferred: Oil then buffed to natural 

finish 

Lathes: VB36ER – Completely modified with own 

bed and tailstock. Remote controlled. 

Turning Tools: 

♦ How many: Most types including home made ones 

♦ Favorite: Rolly Munroe hollowing tool 

♦ Least favorite: A blunt skew 

Favorite professional turner: Any one who can 

teach me a few tricks that includes non professional 

as well 

Do you sell your work: Yes 

What would you like to achieve as a turner? Peace 

and tranquility in a large workshop. I would also like 

to achieve that fluidity of tool work that I have seen 

in only a few turners. 

Are you willing to assist members and if so, which 
aspects? When my new workshop is ready all are 

welcome to use my facilities. I am willing to assist 

anyone but would recommend my own teacher Mr 

Nico Swart. 

Other Hobbies & Interests: Fishing, computing and 

technical reading.

 

 

http://www.nickarnullwoodturner.co.uk/
http://www.rowepm.co.za/


Demonstration by Overseas Woodturner 
Time: 18h30 for 19h00 

RSVP: Ashwin Ramhith by the 10 July 2008 on 082 874 0069 

 

                                                                           



Competition Results “Bangles” 
June 2008 

 

Beginner  

Name 
Entry 
No 

Wood Award 

Gavin Byron 24 Wild Olive Silver 

Gavin Byron 25 Wild Olive Bronze 

Gavin Byron 28 Wild Olive Bronze 

Rob Main 34 Wild Olive Silver 

Stephen Nicholls 42 Stinkwood Bronze 

Hilgard van Niekerk 66 Wild Olive Bronze 

Stephen Nicholls bangles were all sold. Well done!!! 

Intermediate 

Name 
Entry 
No 

Wood Award 

Walter Pretti 7 Unknown Bronze 

Walter Pretti 15 Unknown Bronze 

Mike Kritzinger 3 Unknown Bronze 

Mike Kritzinger 12 Imbuia Silver 

Mike Kritzinger 16 Unknown Bronze 

George Guest 8 Knob wood Bronze 

Nico Groenewald 50 Unknown Bronze 

Nico Groenewald 51 Unknown Bronze 

Allan Botha 23 Mulberry Bronze 

    

Advance 

Name 
Entry 
No 

Wood Award 

Friedel Luders 57 Unknown Bronze 

Friedel Luders 62 Unknown Silver 

Friedel Luders 63 Unknown Silver 

Rowan Swinnerton 37 Wild Olive Bronze 

Rowan Swinnerton 39 Lead Wood Silver 

Nico Swart 46 
Participation Only 

Sub Standard 
Nico Swart 47 

Nico Swart 48 

Ashwin Ramhith - Item no 22 has been withdrawn. 

This matter has been referred to my legal team and 

will be taken on appeal.  

 

PS: 60 Bangles were entered 

 

NB: If your entry does not appear in the above 

display it means that your entered piece did not 

make the score sheet. 

 

 
 

Demo on Laminating – June 
Meeting by Ashwin Ramhith 

 
The June meeting demo on Laminating turned 

pieces was done by none other than Barney himself. 

John Miller had withdrawn and Nico jumped to the 

rescue as usual.  

John had however on the night brought a laminated 

piece turned out of Ply wood. He did stress that you 

need to constantly sharpen your tools when turning 

ply wood and there is a tremendous amount of dust 

when sanding. 

Nico showed us the power of Super glue for 

laminating as it is a quick and fast method. It is 

advised that great care should be taken as the 

setting time is instant. He also spoke to members on 

the various viscosity of Super glues available and 

the great invention of the accelerator. His choice on 

the day was MQ – which is medium. 

He turned a beautiful laminated block with seven 

different types of woods. On the night he presented 

Rob Main with one of his trade mark laminated 

bowl blank. Gavin Byron was also given a piece to 

bring back completed on the next meeting. 

 

 
 

Laminated chopping boards [insert above] at the 

National Arts Festival. Price range was between 

R80.00 & R250.00. Most woods were either exotic 

or indigenous. Wood was salvaged from old 

railway coaches. The size ranged from small to 

about 500mm x 400mm x 50mm. Wow I felt that 

these laminated blocks was an absolute giveaway. 

The lamination joints and the choice of colours 

were well executed. The chess board was sold for 

R100.00, yes believe or not. As a Turner one can 

purchase these pieces, blank them and turn them as 

a laminated piece of art saving you time and 

money.  



Show & Tell – June Meeting by 

Ashwin Ramhith 

 

This part of the night always proves to be 

successful since its inception. 

Nico brought in a few laminated pieces which is 

always stunning to see the accuracy, craftsmanship 

and brilliant finish. 

But wait that is not all! Our new member to PEWG 

and a veteran turner Roly Pattle brought in the most 

beautiful laminated piece finished, carved and 

turned to perfection. One could definitely see 

Roly’s finesse. I hope David is taking some notes 

there from the old chap. 

Rowan Swinnerton, the master of table lamps and 

fine spindle work   also brought in some amazing 

pieces. One can only learn from Rowan’s perfection 

at spindle work. 

Last but not least, how can I forget that lonely 

turner from Dikeni? He brought in, actually had the 

cheek to bring in two unfinished Resin inlay pieces. 

Well I would stress at this point to keep this one 

under the wraps or else you will be in big trouble 

with the Editor. 

Unfortunately, these are the only pieces that I could 

remember on the night. I do apologize if I had not 

mentioned your piece.  

 

Selection of Wood – June 
meeting 
 

The Open Floor talk on the selection of wood 

which was conducted by Andrew Dunn was very 

impressive. Andrew had well prepared for this 

meeting about “5” years ago, judging from the moth 

hole eating of his description sheet.  

All his pieces for the talk were all marked, well 

sawn to highlight the grain and a good numbering 

or indexing system. Members were able to touch, 

feel and smell these pieces to familiarize 

themselves with the different types of woods found 

in ones garden. 

Jacaranda still proved to be the most stable and 

common source for bowl turning. Citrus fruits have 

beautiful grain patterns but need to be sealed or 

turned wet to prevent rapid cracking.  

Jacaranda bowl turned by Ashwin Ramhith 

 

National Arts Festival - 2008 
 
On the 29 June 2008, Mogie and I made our way 

down to the National Arts Festival held in 

Grahamstown.  

 
 

The National Arts Festival [NAF] is supported by 

the Eastern Cape Government, Standard Bank, The 

National Lottery Distribution Trust Fund, SABC 

and the National Arts Council. NAF is the biggest 

celebration of the arts on the African continent. 

This festival caters for the needs of the whole 

family from dramas to craft shopping to food stalls 

galore. 

We did not let icy winter weather damper or spirits.  

 

 
Mogie dressed up all warm to shop dead. 

 

We made our way down to the Village Green Craft 

Market which stretches up to the Church Square. 

This is the reason we have attended the NAF three 

years in a row. There are marquees upon marquees 

of craft stalls. Traditional crafts, crazy jewellery, 



fashionable clothes, turned wooden craft and 

ceramic products all under one roof. Wooden  

Bangles, African Masks and turned Zimbabwean 

bowls is what I am going to report on.  

Wooden Bangles as fashionable jewelry is 

definitely unique. It personifies the trends in 

contemporary fashion. The emphasis is on creating 

the right balance between tradition and modernity 

combined with that extra touch of originality and 

exclusivity.    

 

 
Bangles from North Africa at NAF 

 
In turning bangles we should be inspired by 

craftsmanship, passion for design and the love for 

nature.  

 

 
Carved ethnic bangles from Nigeria at NAF 

 
The bangles from Africa are one size fits all. No 

particular internal diameter. Depended on the mood 

of the crafter at that point in time as to whether he 

wanted big or small bangles. We work with 65mm 

as a basic rule of the thumb.  

 

 
Bangles from Zimbabwe at NAF 

 
The price range is between R8.00 for the thinner 

ones and R40.00 for the wider bangles. The 

craftsmanship is of a very poor quality. This means 

nothing to the normal man in the street cos people 

were buying them by the dozens. A wooden bangle 

in an up market international boutique is between 

R300.00 and R500.00.  

  

 
Simple thin bangles from Africa at NAF 



African Masks are considered amongst the finest 

in the art world and are highly sought after by art 

collectors.  

 

 
Carved African Masks at NAF 

 
African masks [carved] are seen as mediators 

between the living world and the supernatural world 

of the dead, ancestors and other entities in many 

African societies. The shape and form are created 

on a persons psychological and moral 

characteristics rather than a person’s portrait.  

The logs for these masks are chopped in half and 

left to dry. If they crack it is simply thrown away. Is 

this not the depletion of Africa’s rain forests and 

further damage to the ozone layer?  

  

 
Masks from Ghana at the NAF 

 
Mask sculptors are inspired by the raw beauty of 

nature. Colours are derived from what is available 

and the elements of the earth and nature. Black is 

made from charcoal, powders are made from 

vegetable matter or trees, white is made from 

mineral powder and browns are made from clay. 

Masks are sanded using a rough leaf. In general a 

number of people have lost some of its tribal 

identity and cultures therefore masking ceremonies 

are no longer a common place.  

Masks are priced between R8.00 and R500.00. 

 

Zimbabwe Wooden Bowls are self explanatory.  

 

 
Wooden Bowls from Zimbabwe at NAF 

These turners from Zimbabwe do not practice a 

strong commitment to environmental awareness. 

Wood is not sourced from fallen trees and reliable 

sources. They pay a Government official and cut as 

much Indigenous trees that they want.  

The wood is turned wet, it cracks and whops, the 

finish is with cobra floor polish and the bottoms are 

rough. Bottom line, an absolute eyesore. Believe 

you in me they are fast sellers. A 300mm Kiaat 

bowl is R50.00 and a bowl of 450mm is very 

negotiable and will fetch around R200.00 or 

R250.00. These vendors have a stock pile of 

hundreds of bowls. They don’t like photos taken of 

their stalls. They become argumentative. 

 

It is always an enjoyable experience at the NAF. If 

you enjoy your arts & craft you will definitely not 

be disappointed. We need not to be discouraged by 

African crafts. We need to remain positive and 

produce exceptional quality work and try to 

penetrate the overseas markets. Remember Africa is 

not seen as that Dark Continent anymore by the rest 

of the world. Actually the west is capitalizing on 

Africa. Due to our current economic climate, the 

crafters that I had spoken to were experiencing poor 

turnovers. Until next time, keep the shavings flying. 


