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A lot has been happening on the woodturning front
with the AWSA congress to individual events and
how can we forget Nick Arnull from the UK.

Ashwin Ramhith

Meetings

Unless noted all meetings for 2008 will be held at
Nico’s Workshop, which is located in 22 Dobson
Street, North End.

All meetings start at 6.30pm for 7.00pm sharp.

Please observe punctuality.

Subs: R220.00 Country member: R132.00
Banking Details:

Name: PEWG

Bank: Standard

Br Code: 0500 17

Account No: 083 604 553

Acc Type: Savings

Ref: Members surname and initial

Website Info

Website address: WWW.Ppew(g.org.za

Our website is up and running. Please contact Drew
von Bratt {Webmaster} for further information as to
how members may post their work.



http://www.pewg.org.za/

Trading Post

For Sale: Makita Belt Sander Model 9401 - 940
watts. Belt size 100 X 610 mm. Excellent condition -
R1400. Contact Roly Pattle 078 336 1124

Buying & Distribution of Wood

We need a member to volunteer to administer the
above mentioned process. The workload at the
moment is too huge for the committee members to
carry out. Please VOLUNTEER! It seemed as though
the last two purchases of wood from Rarewoods was
well supported by members. This is one of the ways
in building up on your personal stock of exotic woods
as it is too expensive to purchase them individually.

Bar Report

Turners, you are more than Welcome to bring along
your own liquid refreshments should our bar not cater
for your requirements.

Happy Birthday

Birthday Wishes go out to the following members:
5 August 2008 — Hilgard van Niekerk
27 August 2008 — Nico Groenewald

Thank You Note — Andre Schonken

| would like to thank the members for the "Get
Well" card. | am recovering well, even th ough it
is a slow process. My cardiologist insisted that |
stop woodturning because of the risks with dust
that could affect my lungs.

September Meeting

Date: 18 September 2008

Venue: Nico’s Workshop

Talk: None

Demo: Collaboration meeting. Turn a toy for charity.
Show & Tell: Competition evening - bring your
turned candle snuffers.

Profile of the Turner

Name: Roly Pattle

Birthday: 26 December

Occupation: Civil Engineer (retired)

Website/Blog: N/A

Family: Wife - Marion: Son - David; Daughter -
Alison.

Education: BSc (Civil Eng) UCT

Currently residing in: Port Elizabeth

Membership Years at PEWG: New Member moved
from East London

Other membership: AWSA

No of years turning: 7

No of hours turning per week: Not Enough
Favorite Wood: No particular favorite; there are
many | still have to try.

Favorite item to turn:

¢ Spindle:

¢ Faceplate: Bowls & Boxes. Still to try Hollow
forms

Types of finish preferred: Depends on the item &
the wood. Have successfully used-Woodoc 10;
Danish Oil; Sanding sealer & wax on small items
Lathes: Nova DVR 3000

Turning Tools:

¢ How many: 20

¢ Favorite: Nothing particular they all have their
uses - some more than others.

¢ Least favorite: Skew Chisel - | still have to be ITS
master!

Favorite professional turner: No one in particular -
you can learn something from any turner

Do you sell your work? | have sold but not on a
regular basis

What would you like to achieve as a turner? To
have fun. To challenge myself and to enjoy the
company of fellow turners

Are you willing to assist members and if so, which
aspects? Yes, in any way | can. When you help
others you are also improving your own skills.

Other Hobbies & Interests: Photography; nature
and the environment



Sneezewood, Umthathe (Zulu)
Nieshout, Umthatha (Xhosa) by
Dave Pattle

Ptaeroxylon obliquum

Beyers Cronje

Name derivation: Ptaeroxylon = from the Greek
words meaning “sneezewood”, and obliquum =
referring to the oblique leaves.

Umthatha in the Eastern Cape takes its name
directly from the Xhosa name for the tree.

National Tree Number: SA No. 292

As Turners | am sure that there is not a single one
of us who in driving past the ubiquitous
sneezewood fencepost has wondered as to the
beauty that lies beneath. This is a first in a series of
articles that will expose you to our indigenous trees
and their uses.

As far as identification is concerned, look out for
the following:

1 Height Can grow up to 35 meters tall, but
you are more likely to encounter much
smaller ones.

9 Deciduous or evergreenEvergreen to semi
deciduous.

Beyers Cronje

1 Bark Dark grey with deep longitudinal and

inter- linked furrows on older branches and
stems.

Leaveswith a slightly winged rachis bearing
3-8 opposite dark green leaflets, autumn
foliage yellow to reddish. Leaves are
distinctly oblique.

Flowers: In short branched heads, flowers
sweetly scented, 5-7 mm in diameter. 4
Petals and a fleshy disc. Male and female
flowers occur on different trees.

Fruit: an oblong 2 lobed capsule with the top
part notched turning reddish brown when
mature, splitting to release winged pods.
Wood: Fine grained, the sapwood yellowish
brown and the heartwood honey brown,
hard and heavy (air-dry 1040Kg/m3),
containing an aromatic oil (containing
nieshoutol with a slight peppery smell
causing sneezing.



Distribution: From Tanzania all the way to the
Eastern Cape.

Uses Widely used as a general purpose timber
but makes very durable furniture. This was
regarded as one of the best woods for making
riempie benches and chairs. Beams of this
wood are still in use after installation 200 years
ago. Sneezewood lasts nearly indefinitely in
water and this makes it ideal for bridge and jetty
construction. Wood was once cut by the tons
for railway sleepers, and is nowadays
incorrectly called “Yellow Jarra” by furniture
manufacturers. Still a popular wood with stock
farmers as they use it for almost indestructible
fence poles. It has also been used as machine
bearings often outlasting brass or iron. The
wood for xylophones is baked for a few hours.
On its removal it is almost flexible. Once it
hardens it develops near metallic resonance.
The longer it is baked, the better the sound.
Each key is tuned individually.

Beyers Cronje

Snuff made from the bark and wood is used to
treat headaches and sinusitis. To remove warts
in humans and cattle, resin collected from the
heated wood is placed on warts until they
disappear. Pieces of wood are still placed in
cupboards to repel moths and other insects.
This insect repelling ability made it popular for
the manufacture of bedsteads. Powdered bark
added to a wash will kill ticks on cattle.
The wood is reported to burn like paraffin
giving a bright hot fire. It was also used as
tinder to make fire by friction. It has been
reported that it was used to fuel lime kilns in the
Bathurst area and for steam tugs at the Kowie.
This is a protected tree in South Africa ®

Until next time, keep on

sneezing!

What Tree did you fall from oy
Mogie Naidoo

Find your birthday and then find your tree. This is
cool and somewhat accurate. Then send it to your
friends, including the one that sent it to you, so they
can find out what tree you fell from, but do not
forget to change the subject line to your tree. Find
your tree below and see what you are like.

Dec 23 to Jan 01 Apple Tree
Jan 01 to Jan 11 Fir Tree
Jan 12 to Jan 24 Elm Tree
Jan 25 to Feb 03 Cypress Tree
Feb 04 to Feb 08 Poplar Tree
Feb 09 to Feb 18 Cedar Tree
Feb 19 to Feb 28 Pine Tree

Mar 01 to Mar 10

Weeping Willow Tree

Mar 11 to Mar 20 Lime Tree
Mar 21 (only) Oak Tree
Mar 22 to Mar 31 Hazelnut Tree
Apr 01 to Apr 10 Rowan Tree
Apr 11 to Apr 20 Maple Tree
Apr 21 to Apr 30 Walnut Tree

May 01 to May 14 Poplar Tree
May 15 to May 24 Chestnut Tree

May 25 to Jun 03 Ash Tree
Jun 04 to Jun 13 Hornbeam Tree
Jun 14 to Jun 23 Fig Tree
Jun 24 (only) Birch Tree
Jun 25 to Jul 04 Apple Tree
Jul 05 to Jul 14 Fir Tree
Jul 15 to Jul 25 Elm Tree
Jul 26 to Aug 04 Cypress Tree
Aug 05 to Aug 13 Poplar Tree
Aug 14 to Aug 23 Cedar Tree
Aug 24 to Sep 01 Pine Tree

Sep 02 to Sep 12

Weeping Willow Tree

Sep 13 to Sep 22 Lime Tree
Sep 23 (only) Olive Tree
Sep 24 to Oct 03 Hazelnut Tree
Oct 04 to Oct 13 Rowan Tree
Oct 14 to Oct 23 Maple Tree
Oct 24 to Nov 11 Walnut Tree
Nov 12 to Nov 21 Chestnut Tree

Nov 22 to Dec 01 Ash Tree

Dec 02 to Dec 11 Hornbeam Tree

Dec 12 to Dec 21 Fig Tree
Dec 22 (only) Beech Tree




TREES (in alphabetical order)

Apple Tree (Love) -- quiet and shy at times,
lots of charm, appeal, And attraction, pleasant
attitude, flirtatious smile, adventurous,
sensitive, loyal in love, wants to love and be
loved, faithful and ten der partner, very
generous, many talents, loves children, needs
affectionate partner.

Ash Tree (Ambition)  -- extremely attractive,
vivacious, impulsive, demanding, does not care
for criticism, ambitious, intelligent, talented,
likes to play with fate, can be very egotistic,
reliable, restless lover, sometimes money rules
over the heart, demands attention, needs love
and much emotional support.

Beech Tree (Creative) -- has good taste,
concerned about its looks, materialistic, good
organization of life and career, economical,
good leader, takes no unnecessary risks,
reasonable, splendid lifetime companion, keen
on keeping fit (diets, sports, etc.).

Birch Tree (Inspiration) -- vivacious,
attractive, elegant, friendly,

unpretentious, modest, does not like anything
in excess, abhors the vulgar, loves life in
nature and in calm, not very passionate, full of
imagination, little ambition, creates a calm and
content atmosphere.

Cedar Tree (Confidence ) -- of rare
strength, knows how to adapt, Likes
unexpected presents, of good health, not in
the least shy, tends to look down on others,
self-confident, a great speaker, determined,
often impatient, likes to impress others, has
many talents, industrious, healthy optimism,
waits for the one true love, able to make quick
decisions.

Chestnut Tree (Honesty) -- of unusual
stature, impressive, well-developed sense of
justice, fun to be around, a planner, born
diplomat, can be irritated easily, sensitive of
others feelings, hard worker, sometimes acts
superior, feels not understood at times, fiercely

family oriented, very loyal in love, physically
fit.

Cypress Tree (Faithfulness)  -- strong,
muscular, adaptable, takes What life has to
give but doesn't necessarily like it, strives to be
content, optimistic, wants to be financially in
dependent, wants love and affection, hates
loneliness, passionate lover which cannot be
satisfied, faithful, quick -tempered at times, can
be unruly and careless, loves to gain
knowledge, needs to be needed.

EIm Tree (Noble -mindedness ) -- pleasant
shape, tasteful clothes, modest demands,
tends not to forgive mistakes, cheerful, likes to
lead but not to obey, honest and faithful
partner, likes making decisions for others,
noble-minded, generous, good sense of
humor, practical.

Fig Tree (Se nsibility ) -- very strong minded,
a bit self-willed, honest, loyal, independent,
hates contradiction or arguments, hard worker
when wants to be, loves life and friends,
enjoys children and animals, sexually oriented,
great sense of humor, has artistic talent and
great intelligence.

Fir tree (Mysterious ) -- extraordinary taste,
handles stress well, loves anything beautiful,
stubborn, tends to care for those close to
them, hard to trust others, yet a social
butterfly, likes idleness and laziness after long
demanding hours at work, rather modest,
talented, unselfish, many friends, very reliable.

Hazelnut Tree (Extraordinary ) --
charming, sense of humor, very demanding
but can also be very understanding, knows
how to make a lasting impression, active
fighter for social causes and politics, popular,
quite moody, sexually oriented, honest, a
perfectionist, has a precise sense of judgm ent
and expects complete fairness.



Hornbeam Tree (Good Taste) -- of cool
beauty, cares for its looks and condition, good
taste, is not egoistic, makes life as comfortable
as possible, leads a reasonable and disciplined
life, looks for kindness and acknowledgment in
an emotional partner, dreams of unusual
lovers, is seldom happy with its feelings,
mistrusts most people, is never sure of its
decisions, very conscientious.

Lime Tree (Doubt) - intelligent, hard
working, accepts what life dishes out, but not
before trying to change bad circumstances into
good ones, hates fighting and stress, enjoys
getaway vacations, may appear tough, but is
actually soft and relenting, always willing to
make sacrifices for fami ly and friends, has
many talents but not always enough time to
use them, great leadership qualities, is jealous
at times but extremely loyal.

Maple Tree (Independence of Mind ) -- no
ordinary person, full of imagination and
originality, shy and reserved, ambitious, proud,
self-confident, hungers for new experiences,
sometimes nervous, has many complexities,
good memory, learns easily, complicated love
life, wants to impre ss.

Oak Tree (Brave) -- robust nature,
courageous, strong, unrelenting, independent,
sensible, does not like change, keeps its feet
on the ground, person of action.

Olive Tree (Wisdom) -- loves sun, warmth
and kind feelings, reasonable, balanced, avoids
aggression and violence, tolerant, cheerful,
calm, well-developed sense of justice,
sensitive, empathetic, free of jealousy, loves to
read and the company of sophisticated people.

Pine Tree (Peacemaker) -- loves agreeable
company, craves peace and harnony, loves to
help others, active imagination, likes to write
poetry, not fashion conscious, great
compassion, friendly to all, falls strongly in love
but will leave if betrayed or lied to, emotionally

soft, low self-esteem, needs affection and
reassurance.

Poplar Tree (Uncertainty) -- looks very
decorative, talented, not very self -confident,
extremely courageous if necessary, needs
goodwill and pleasant surroundings, very
choosy, often lonely, great animosity, great
artistic nature, good organizer, ten ds to lean
toward philosophy, reliable in any situation,
takes partnership seriously.
Rowan Tree (Sensitivity) -- full of charm,
cheerful, gifted without

egoism, likes to draw attention, loves life,
motion, unrest, and even complications, is
both dependent and independent, good taste,
artistic, passionate, emotional, good company,
does not forgive.

Walnut Tree (Passion)  -- unrelenting,
strange and full of contrasts, often egotistic,
aggressive, noble, broad horizon, unexpected
reactions, spontaneous, unlimited ambition, no
flexibility, difficult and uncommon partner, not
always liked but often admired, ingenious
strategist, very jealous and passionate, no
compromise.

Weeping Willow (Melancholy) - likes to be
stress free, loves family life, full of hop es and
dreams, attractive, very empathetic, loves
anything beautiful, musically inclined, loves to
travel to exotic places, restless, capricious,
honest, can be influenced but is not easy to
live with when pressured, sometimes
demanding, good intuition, su ffers in love until
they find that one loyal, steadfast partner;
loves to make others laugh

| thought that this was quite humorous and | hope
you have enjoyed it. It’s amazing how we can relate
to nature and what it has to offer at any given time.
We must learn to adapt to nature an gain inspiration
form what’s out there @



AWSA Congress 2008 by Ashwin
Ramhith

ASSOCIATION OF
WOODTURNERS

QF SOUTH AFRICA

The 12™ annual congress of the Association of
Woodturners of South Africa was held in
Pietermaritzberg from the 3 — 6 July 2008. This
flagship event was hosted by Midlands
Woodworkers Guild. The venue was at the Centre
for Visual Arts, University of KZN.

This congress committee members were Lynton
Howard, Winston French, and Chris Morewood &
Clyde Neumann. They had spent many cold and
sleepless hours in putting this congress together and
I am sure their respective families have been
deprived of quality time.

Butch Smuts 1 Price: R52 000.00

On arrival at registration, congress attendees were
handed out with a goodie bag and detailed booklet
on the congress programme and profiles of the
demonstrators. | happen to be one of these fortunate

turners demonstrating at this event. The guest turner
from the UK was Nick Arnull. He kept the turners
entertained with his various techniques on how to
enhance and decorate turned vessels and bowls. He
was accompanied by his lovely wife Jane. Maybe
Nick can be Tarzan for his duration in Africa. The
ladies as usual had their own tour organized by the
Ladies of Midlands.

Some of the events on the programme were as ff:
1 Nick Arnull — Surface decoration & using
colour & Texture / Turning a celestial bowl
/ Session on design / Piercing of deep bowl

form

1 Ashwin Ramhith — Epoxy Resin inlays in
turnings

1 John Wessels — Pewter decoration on
turnings

1 Alan Ferguson — Pyrography for

woodturning

John Speedy — Spiral Work

Fred Wright — Turning a lidded box
Rob Scott — SA indigenous woods

John Mills — Turning natural edge bowls
Piet Smith — Pepper Mill Grinders

Tony Lewis — Segmented turning

Butch Smuts — Bowl design & shape
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The Friday evening was the cocktail party and
auctioning of woodturned items for charity. This
session is always enjoyed by those that attend. An
amount of about R10000.00 was raised for charity.
The Saturday night was the instant gallery critique
by Nick Arnull and Prof Juliet Armstrong. This is
similar to the process of our show & tells that we
have at our monthly meetings.

wr
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My demo on Resin inlay turning was well attended
and received by all those present. | had been

o



transported and accompanied by my sister and her
family. You need that family support just incase all
does not go well.

Misvir, Jenny & Vinesh

| had the privilege of making use of the main
lecture theatre which was well equipped with all the
audio visual equipment. | had turned my trade mark
piece called the Faces of Africa which was inlaid
in African Mahogany. | had answered all the
questions asked and was complimented for a well
presented demo. | was told that my demo was
professionally conducted. Well after all one has to
be prepared to get out on the stage to perform. As |
was always told by Nico Swart, “you cannot go to
war without a rifle”. Preparation for demos is an
integral aspect of success or disaster.

Stand Hardware display

Strand Hardware, Red Ivory Trading, Stihl SA &
Braziers were some of the local companies that had
displayed their products. Red lIvory created a buzz
with their fine selection of indigenous timbers. All
their blanks were sawn, planned, waxed and clearly
marked. Their prices were also very competitive.

Small blanks for pen turning to larger bowl &

spindle blanks were available ®
s |

Red Ivory Trading display

Nick Arnull in Port Elizabeth i
Monday Night by Ashwin Ramhith

On thel4 - 15 July 2008 we had the privilege and
honour to host Nick & Jane Arnull in Port
Elizabeth.

Thanks to Nico & Esta Swart & the girls for
organizing the Monday night dinner and Rowan &
Gail Swinnerton for the shuttle services and
accommodation for our guests. George Guest, thanx
a million for your travel arrangements from Port
Alfred. Mike Kritzinger, you did a sterling job with
all the invites and the turn out was the proof. Dave
Pattle and Gavin Byron, thank you for co-
coordinating o the Wood Identification competition.

The Monday night proceedings kicked off with
Nico welcoming all and introduced Laurinda
Rheeder who delivered a short and sweet talk on the
Conservation of Indigenous tress.

She said that trees provide 50% of all building
material in the world. Trees are symbolic in many
cultural tribes. For example the Baobab tree is
believed to be grown upside down because God



was angry. We have a responsibility to do our best
to preserve tress.

Laurinda Rheeder ‘

We need to act responsibly. Laurinda concluded by
saying that she was impressed with the way we
woodturners take salvaged wood from reliable
sources and create beauty. She stressed that we
must “Please preserve and honour tress”. Ed
Emmett presented her with a piece of 200 year old
Red Ivory.

The next stage was the Wood Identification
competition organized by Dave Pattle and Gavin
Byron.

This proved to be a very successful event. This had
stimulated a lot interaction and camaraderie
amongst members. All the winners received prizes
worth hundreds of rands for their efforts. PEWG
would like to thank all the sponsors for the prizes.

The winners on the evening were Andrew Dunn &
Johnny Kable. ¥

The runners up were Donald Smith & Mike
Kritzinger. ¥

The Monday night proceedings ended with a three
course meal. Hey guess what? We could even go
for seconds! Overall it was a well organized
evening and was well attended. Thanx to all those
that organized to make this evening a success. @



Nick Arnull Celestial Bowl
Demo by Ashwin Ramhith

On Tuesday, 15 July 2008 we had the privilege of
watching master turner Nick Arnull turn a Celestial
bowl at Barenesta. Ed Emmett did the honour of
introducing our guest turner and his wife Jane from
Norwich in the UK.

This evening was well attended by members, old
non members, invited guests and individuals
interested in wood art. People traveled from far as
Alice, Grahamstown, Port Alfred, Cape St Francis
and Sundays River to watch this demo.

Nick Arnull all se ttoturn

Nick had started of his demo with a brief run down
on safety precautions while turning. He then
progressed to turning his trade mark piece, Celestial
Bowl.

Back of the bowl

Front of Celestial bowl

Marie van Du venhagen was presented with the
Celestial Bowl

Dave Pattle preéenting gift to Nick Arnull



July Meeting - Collaborative
Event by Gavin Byron

July meeting was a collaborative event which saw
an experienced turner and a novice team-up to turn
a bowl and fruits.

Roly Pattle in action

It was a great deal of fun allowing all involved to
look around and learn something new by watching
others and interacting.

On the evening 16 members split into teams of two
and where given about an hour and a half to turn
some masterpieces.

The instructions where simple, turn a bowl and turn
fruits to fill it but you may not use sand paper.

The lathes started humming and the odd sound of a

dig and some laughter filled the air.
When the time was up we where treated to a wide
variety of bowls and fruits from half eaten apples to
naartjies.

| personally really enjoyed the collaborative
evening as it gave me a chance to learn from other
turners.

Turned Bowl & Fruits by Roly Pattle &
Lex Conradie

Turned Natural Edge  Bowl & Fruits by Ashwin



