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PEWG NEWSLETTER

In The Round April 2007

From the Chairman’s Desk   April 2007

So we come to the start of a new year, with a new committee and I hope a lot of new 

ideas. We thank the outgoing committee for all their hard work and effort in all that they 

did last year, and hope that we can keep up the standard that they set.

At this stage we have not changed things very much but will monitor the situation during 

the year to see if anything can be done to improve matters. 

Although the thrust in our plans is to get all members to participate I accept that there are 

some who come to watch. If you can learn from this and go home and try what you have 

seen, this is OK with me, but you are really not benefiting from what the guild is trying to 

achieve and that is to get each of you to be able to do all things that can be done on a 

lathe.

We have also made plans to hire a TV set for most meetings so that we can bring close ups 

to you of what the demonstrators are doing, and also show some of the videos on 

woodturning that we have. These are not changes but additions to make your participation 

in the guild more rewarding, and perhaps lead to a bigger attendance at meetings. 

Date: 19 April 2007

Venue Nico’s Workshop

Time 18:30 for 19:00

Details of April’s Meeting

Duncan Stewart, a local artist, will  be talking 

on enhancing wood turnings with colour. The 

do and don’ts.
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Nic Riche 23-Jun

Keith Taylor 23-Jun
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Members to the PEWG are proud to acknowledge the achievements 
of the following members who entered the end of the year 

competition for 2006.
Congratulations and well done.

17 May Meeting
The May meeting will take the form of teams of 3 or 4 members turning the parts of a milking stool. 

The teams will be provided with the wood and be required to turn the top and three legs and then 

assemble the stool. Nico Swart has kindly agreed that we may use his lathes but members are 

required to bring their own chisels, measuring instruments and protective gear.

2006 PEWG Awards

Novice Section

Best Spindle W ork Record Power Tool Trophy awarded to Mike Kritzinger

Best Face Plate Work Coastland Sales Trophy awarded to M ike Kritzinger

Open Marais T imber Trophy awarded to Des H ill

Intermediate Section

Best Spindle Work DunDonald Trophy awarded to Ashwin Ramhith

Best Face Plate Work Keith Taylor Trophy awarded to Ashwin Ramhith &  Nic 

Riche

Open James Nash Trophy awarded to Ashwin Ramhith

Advanced Section

Best Spindle W ork Strand Hardware Trophy awarded to Nico Swart

Best Face Plate Work WooDoc Trophy awarded to Nico Swart

Open RareWoods Trophy awarded to Nico Swart

Special Awards

Participation League Laser-Tech Trophy awarded to Nico Swart

Chairman’s Trophy Alex Jardine Trophy awarded to Friedl Lüders
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 GUILD MEETING  HELD ON 

THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2007

Reporter - Ed Emmett

What an entertaining evening!  Once the 

formalities had been disposed of by the new 

Chairman, Drew von Bratt, trophies and 

certificates were handed out to – in some 

cases very surprised – awardees amongst 

whom young Mike Kritzinger featured 

prominently. Unfortunately most of the winners 

were in fact elsewhere, there being only eleven 

members at the meeting. The low number 

probably resulted from the fact that the 

meeting had to be scheduled for a non-

traditional evening due to the recent Special 

General Meeting.

The theme of the evening was “Bring your 

favourite chisel and tell us why.”

 Jez Rowe, Nico Swart and Drew von Bratt 

were ready and prepared to participate and 

whilst some of the content of their demos 

covered ground outside of the theme, all were 

entertaining and, what is really more important 

in the context of a Guild, informative. Jez had 

available several chucks and chucking systems 

which he spoke about and answered questions 

on, giving from his experience both the 

advantages and disadvantages involved.

He also demo’d a hollowing tool designed by 

Roly Munroe from New Zealand which he 

recommended – the tool not the Country. 

Unfortunately the price (R3000) is such that 

many of us would have to give up Scotch, 

wine, beer, DSTv and other earthly pleasures 

for a good few years to pay for it - largely 

dependent on your individual rate of 

consumption.

Nico talked about special tools that he had 

made from Allen key shafts and demo’d their 

unique purposes.

 He also later turned a wine glass shape which 

was quite an achievement given the shaft 

length (about 200mm) and final diameter (+/- 

4 mm). Impressive for a “normal” (?) wood 

turner in terms of the delicate touch needed – 

doubly so for Nico using only one skew chisel, 

one good arm and one eye!

Drew demonstrated his favourite chisel – a ring 

gouge – and some members participated to get 

the feel of the tool and the technique.

All in all a good evening and spot on the 

objective of fellowship and the cross pollination 

of wood turning knowledge and skill.

See you there next time! 

Items of Interest

Annual AWSA Congress

The dates for AWSA Congress 2007 are: 

Registration from 14:00 on Thursday 26th 

April, and closing at lunchtime on Sunday 29th 

April 2007.

The venue is Jan van Riebeeck High School in 

129 Kloof Street, Tamboerskloof, Cape Town

Hostel accommodation is available at R120 per 

person, on a bed and breakfast basis, bedding 

provided. Bookings can be made directly 

through the school. There are also a number of 

B&Bs and guest houses in the Tamboerskloof 

area.

Articles in AWSA’s December 2006 

/ March 2007 Turnaround
Go to http://www.awsa.org.za/

Ashwin Ramhith on page 2

From the Editor

The success of this your Newsletter depends on 

your participation. Your contributions in the 

form of articles, information you found useful 

and techniques you have tried out or 

developed will be most welcome. If you would 

like to submit something but are unsure how to 

go about preparing it for publication, then 

please feel free to contact me and I will do my 

best to assist you. I look forward to you 

contacting me.

Brian.Wells@telkomsa.net 041 3791307

Letters to the Editor

So pleased to hear that sanity has prevailed 

and that the PEWG will continue to function 

as per usual! 

Congratulations to the new Chairman and 

Committee.   May the PEWG go from 

strength to strength.

Best wishes for the year ahead.

 

Clive Canter

Country Member

21 March 2007



Page 4

Our Sponsors



Page 1

PEWG NEWSLETTER

In The Round April 2007

From the Chairman’s Desk   April 2007

So we come to the start of a new year, with a new committee and I hope a lot of new 

ideas. We thank the outgoing committee for all their hard work and effort in all that they 

did last year, and hope that we can keep up the standard that they set.

At this stage we have not changed things very much but will monitor the situation during 

the year to see if anything can be done to improve matters. 

Although the thrust in our plans is to get all members to participate I accept that there are 

some who come to watch. If you can learn from this and go home and try what you have 

seen, this is OK with me, but you are really not benefiting from what the guild is trying to 

achieve and that is to get each of you to be able to do all things that can be done on a 

lathe.

We have also made plans to hire a TV set for most meetings so that we can bring close ups 

to you of what the demonstrators are doing, and also show some of the videos on 

woodturning that we have. These are not changes but additions to make your participation 

in the guild more rewarding, and perhaps lead to a bigger attendance at meetings. 

Date: 19 April 2007

Venue Nico’s Workshop

Time 18:30 for 19:00

Details of April’s Meeting

Duncan Stewart, a local artist, will  be talking 

on enhancing wood turnings with colour. The 

do and don’ts.

Details of April’s meeting 1

From the Chairman’s Desk 1

Birth Days 1

May Meeeting 2

2006 PEWG Awards 2

Last Month’s Meeting 3

Items of Interest 3

Letters to the Editor 3

From the Editor 3

Our Sponsors 4

Inside this Issue

April Meeting

Drew von Bratt 1-May

Friedl Lüders 5-May

Ed Emmett 17-May

Richard Knipe 22-May

John Dowie 28-May

Erik Jorgensen 19-Jun

Jez Rowe 19-Jun

Nic Riche 23-Jun

Keith Taylor 23-Jun

Birthdays  -  Greetings



Page 2

Members to the PEWG are proud to acknowledge the achievements 
of the following members who entered the end of the year 

competition for 2006.
Congratulations and well done.

17 May Meeting
The May meeting will take the form of teams of 3 or 4 members turning the parts of a milking stool. 

The teams will be provided with the wood and be required to turn the top and three legs and then 

assemble the stool. Nico Swart has kindly agreed that we may use his lathes but members are 

required to bring their own chisels, measuring instruments and protective gear.

2006 PEWG Awards

Novice Section

Best Spindle W ork Record Power Tool Trophy awarded to Mike Kritzinger

Best Face Plate Work Coastland Sales Trophy awarded to M ike Kritzinger

Open Marais T imber Trophy awarded to Des H ill

Intermediate Section

Best Spindle Work DunDonald Trophy awarded to Ashwin Ramhith

Best Face Plate Work Keith Taylor Trophy awarded to Ashwin Ramhith &  Nic 

Riche

Open James Nash Trophy awarded to Ashwin Ramhith

Advanced Section

Best Spindle W ork Strand Hardware Trophy awarded to Nico Swart

Best Face Plate Work WooDoc Trophy awarded to Nico Swart

Open RareWoods Trophy awarded to Nico Swart

Special Awards

Participation League Laser-Tech Trophy awarded to Nico Swart

Chairman’s Trophy Alex Jardine Trophy awarded to Friedl Lüders



Page 3

 GUILD MEETING  HELD ON 

THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2007

Reporter - Ed Emmett

What an entertaining evening!  Once the 

formalities had been disposed of by the new 

Chairman, Drew von Bratt, trophies and 

certificates were handed out to – in some 

cases very surprised – awardees amongst 

whom young Mike Kritzinger featured 

prominently. Unfortunately most of the winners 

were in fact elsewhere, there being only eleven 

members at the meeting. The low number 

probably resulted from the fact that the 

meeting had to be scheduled for a non-

traditional evening due to the recent Special 

General Meeting.

The theme of the evening was “Bring your 

favourite chisel and tell us why.”

 Jez Rowe, Nico Swart and Drew von Bratt 

were ready and prepared to participate and 

whilst some of the content of their demos 

covered ground outside of the theme, all were 

entertaining and, what is really more important 

in the context of a Guild, informative. Jez had 

available several chucks and chucking systems 

which he spoke about and answered questions 

on, giving from his experience both the 

advantages and disadvantages involved.

He also demo’d a hollowing tool designed by 

Roly Munroe from New Zealand which he 

recommended – the tool not the Country. 

Unfortunately the price (R3000) is such that 

many of us would have to give up Scotch, 

wine, beer, DSTv and other earthly pleasures 

for a good few years to pay for it - largely 

dependent on your individual rate of 

consumption.

Nico talked about special tools that he had 

made from Allen key shafts and demo’d their 

unique purposes.

 He also later turned a wine glass shape which 

was quite an achievement given the shaft 

length (about 200mm) and final diameter (+/- 

4 mm). Impressive for a “normal” (?) wood 

turner in terms of the delicate touch needed – 

doubly so for Nico using only one skew chisel, 

one good arm and one eye!

Drew demonstrated his favourite chisel – a ring 

gouge – and some members participated to get 

the feel of the tool and the technique.

All in all a good evening and spot on the 

objective of fellowship and the cross pollination 

of wood turning knowledge and skill.

See you there next time! 

Items of Interest

Annual AWSA Congress

The dates for AWSA Congress 2007 are: 

Registration from 14:00 on Thursday 26th 

April, and closing at lunchtime on Sunday 29th 

April 2007.

The venue is Jan van Riebeeck High School in 

129 Kloof Street, Tamboerskloof, Cape Town

Hostel accommodation is available at R120 per 

person, on a bed and breakfast basis, bedding 

provided. Bookings can be made directly 

through the school. There are also a number of 

B&Bs and guest houses in the Tamboerskloof 

area.

Articles in AWSA’s December 2006 

/ March 2007 Turnaround
Go to http://www.awsa.org.za/

Ashwin Ramhith on page 2

Safety on page 3

From the Editor

The success of this your Newsletter depends on 

your participation. Your contributions in the 

form of articles, information you found useful 

and techniques you have tried out or 

developed will be most welcome. If you would 

like to submit something but are unsure how to 

go about preparing it for publication, then 

please feel free to contact me and I will do my 

best to assist you. I look forward to you 

contacting me.

Brian.Wells@telkomsa.net 041 3791307

Letters to the Editor

So pleased to hear that sanity has prevailed 

and that the PEWG will continue to function 

as per usual! 

Congratulations to the new Chairman and 

Committee.   May the PEWG go from 

strength to strength.

Best wishes for the year ahead.

 

Clive Canter

Country Member

21 March 2007



Page 4

Our Sponsors


